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The Birthplace is proud to celebrate Juan Felipe Herrera as the 
WWBA’s 2020 Poet-in-Residence. Herrera's poetry collections include 
187 Reasons Mexicanos Can’t Cross the Border: Undocuments 1971 - 2007, 
Half of the World in Light: New and Selected Poems (2008), and Border-
Crosser with a Lamborghini Dream (1999). In 2012, Herrera was named 
California's poet laureate. In 2015, he was named U.S. Poet Laureate 
for which he launched the project La Casa de Colores, which invites 
citizens to contribute to an epic poem. He currently serves on the 
Board of Chancellors of the Academy of American Poets. 

Ilan Stavans, the Mexican American essayist, has said: “There is one constant over the past 
three decades in Chicano literature and his name is Juan Felipe Herrera. Aesthetically, he 
leaps over so many canons that he winds up on the outer limits of urban song. And 
spiritually, he is deep into the quest that we all must begin before it is too late.” 

2021 Poet-in-Residence, Forrest Gander 
 

Herrera is also a performance artist and activist on behalf of migrant and indigenous 
communities and at-risk youth. His creative work often crosses genres, including poetry opera 
and dance theater. Herrera has written short stories, young adult novels, and children’s 
literature. Continued on Page 6 
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Forrest Gander’s most recent title, Twice Alive (2021), 
addresses the exigencies of our historical moment and the 
intimacies, personal and environmental, that bind us to others 
and to the world.  Gander’s collection Be With (2018) won the 
2019 Pulitzer Prize for Poetry and was longlisted for the 2018 
National Book Award. The Pulitzer Prize Judges citation calls 
it, “A collection of elegies that grapple with sudden loss, and 
the difficulties of expressing grief and yearning for the  
 departed.” The New Yorker reflects on this book: “Be With is a blurted command welling up 

from yearnings not quite expressible in language.” Gander’s partner of more than thirty 
years, the poet C. D. Wright, died unexpectedly in her sleep in 2016. Later that year, a new 
volume by Wright, ShallCross, was published posthumously, with a dedication to Gander: 
“for Forrest / line, lank and long, / be with.” Gander borrows his title from that dedication, 
which reads like a message from beyond the grave. This collection of elegies confirms 
receipt of the message and returns it. Poetry often creates a supernatural-seeming rapport 
with the dead, but rarely has the communication between worlds felt so eerily reciprocal. In 
Be With, he is at once adamant about the ineffability of grief and committed to getting his 
inchoate “‘grief-sounds’ somehow into words.” Continued on Page 6 
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WWBA graciously acknowledges support from the following donors, 
sponsors & patron level members: 
 Adelphi University, Carlos Aguasaco, Penny & John Barr, Matthew Bessell & Peter 
Bridgstock, George & Joan Blednick, Claire Borgi, Mimi Bright, Sherri & Thomas Casey, 
Jack Coulehan, Deer Park high school students, Dr. David Church, Stephen DeLugg & 
Charlotte Shutinitz, Emma DeStefano, Dorene Evans & Arthur Lothstein, Estee Lauder, 
Mary Flatley, Antoinette Fleig, Maryanne Noel and Phil Friedman, Francis Gagliardi, 
Priscilla & Robert Hughes, Jaggar Community Fellows Program, Eric Janson, Ronald 
Janssen, X.J. Kennedy, Carole and Harold Klein, Patricia & Keith Kulisky, Alex Lima, 
Charles Lipp, George Mallis, Alberto Meschiari, Minuteman Press, Network for Good, 
Shana Nichols and J.P. Grossman, Mark Nuccio, Tammy Nuzzo-Morgan, Frank Palmer, 
William Palmer, Eleanor & Joseph Perlman, Christina Plant, Mitsuko & Stephen Post, 
Ashley Ronquillo, Ruth S. Rosenthal, RSVP Suffolk, Yrene Santos, 7 in Heaven, Cynthia 
Shor, Six Harbors Brewing Company, Patti Tana and John Renner, Carlos Velásquez 
Torres, James P. Wagner, Catherine Waitinas, Dr. William Walter, William Wientge 
 Special Thanks to our Library Members: Bethpage, Center Moriches, Commack, 
Copiague, Emma S. Clark, Farmingdale, Glen Cove, Harborfields, Half Hollow Hills, 
Huntington, Jericho, Longwood, Merrick, Middle Country, North Merrick, North 
Shore, Northport-East Northport, Oceanside, Plainview-Old Bethpage, Port 
Washington, Rockville Center, Sachem, Sayville, Shelter Rock, South Huntington, 
S y o s s e t ,  W a n t a g h ,  a n d  W e s t  B a b y l o n  P u b l i c  L i b r a r i e s . 
 Many thanks to New York State Parks, Suffolk County, The Town of Huntington, 
The Robert D.L. Gardiner Foundation, NYSCA, Humanities New York, Poets & 
Writers Inc., and Huntington Arts Council for their continued support. 
 Thank you for supporting Walt Whitman’s Birthplace, State Historic Site & 
Interpretive Center, and for helping our mission to preserve the house where Walt 
Whitman, America’s “Poet of Democracy” was born, to educate the public on the life, 
work, and legacy of Walt Whitman, to celebrate his continued influence on our lives 
today, and to inspire poets, writers, and artists in our contemporary world. 
 

SPECIAL THANKS TO WWBA STAFF 
Sophia Tarin…       Administrator 
Michelle Gonzales…. Bookkeeper 
Caitlyn Shea…   Events & Media Director 
Dr. Kelly Ronayne… Education Director 
Margaret Guardi…  Curator 
Jack Serra… Gift Shop Attendant 
Iris Jumper… Tour Guide Coordinator 
Steve Arabia… Caretaker 
 

Tour Guides 
Allison Bouton, Margaret Guardi, Iris 
Jumper, Daniel Korcz, Harold LaWare, Bryan 
Maccarrone, Barbara Nelson, Jack Serra, 
Madeleine Schulz, and Cameron Williams 
 
Volunteers/Interns 
Amanda Aviles, Jake Ambrosio, Mary Flatley, 
Jonathan Kalish, Kristine Kelsch, Maddy Kye, 
George Mallis, Brandon Manley, Eric 
Marcinik, Sean O'Brien, Laurie Rozakis, 
Valerie San Filippo, Madeleine Schulz, Jack 
Serra, Harriet Spitzer, Bill Stephen, Mary 
Ann Weeks, Katie Weinberger, Alice Wilson, 
and Alexis Yang 
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  In Memoriam 

 
William T. Walter, PhD 

WWBA Trustee President 
(1931 – 2020) 

 
 

 

 
Richard Ryan 

WWBA Curator & Historian 
(1940 – 2020) 

 
 

 

WWBA commemorates the leadership 
and dedication of William T. Walter, 
PhD. His spirit and joy will forever be 
reflected in his lasting contributions to 
the Birthplace and to the legacy of Walt 
Whitman. “I think his love of 
community just emanated from his 
sense of responsibility, his sense of 
giving back, and his genuine joy in 
doing good deeds,” said the WWBA 
Executive Director Cynthia Shor. Read 
more about Dr. Walter on 
Newsday.com in the obituary section. 

WWBA commemorates Curator & 
Historian Richard Ryan and his many 
contributions to the Birthplace. His 
dynamic storytelling and extensive 
historical research will forever be 
reflected in the legacy of the Birthplace 
and Walt Whitman. “He was basically 
the institutional memory for the Walt 
Whitman Birthplace Association,” said 
the WWBA Executive Director Cynthia 
Shor. Read more about Richard Ryan 
on Newsday.com in the obituary 
section. 

Thomas Wysmuller 
WWBA Trustee 

 
 

 

WWBA commemorates Thomas Wysmuller and his commitment to the Walt 
Whitman Birthplace. Executive Director Cynthia Shor wrote of our dedicated 
Trustee: “Tom energetically served for ten years as Trustee, acting as 
Treasurer, and Vice-President during his terms.  He founded and generously 
supported our Champion of Literacy Fundraising Program. Also in doing that, 
he traveled with me to California to videotape Champion Ray Bradbury’s 
acceptance speech. He was an avid photographer and many of our event 
Birthplace photos, archival and promotional, came from his camera. Tom 
rarely missed a Board meeting, traveling from NYC, CT. or Maine.  He also 
drove a group of us to Washington, DC, to meet with former Congressman 
Steve Israel for a private tour of the Capital building.    As Treasurer, Tom was 
very mindful of our budgets and he was very knowledgeable about insurance 
and business matters. He often advised Dr. Walter on our business practices. 
Tom was friendly and respectful of our staff, often bringing fruit baskets, 
chocolates or donuts for the holidays.  They all appreciated his holiday 
visits. May his memory be for a blessing.” 
 Photo credit: wysmu.com 
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Huntington Station, NY, June 15, 2020 – Walt 
Whitman Birthplace Association (WWBA) 
announces 34th Annual Student Poetry Contest 
Thrived Amidst Pandemic. 
 Last year’s 34th Annual Student Poetry Contest 
presented a challenge like no other: the COVID-19 
pandemic. Like all other crises, this one did not 
come at an “opportune” time. The deadline for the 
WWBA poetry contest was March 20, 2020. New 
York schools closed March 16 and remote online 
learning began March 23. In adherence with the 
Governor’s guidelines, the WWBA office staff began 
working remotely. Keeping the WWBA mission and 
Walt’s quote in mind, WWBA soldiered on to not 
only continue with the contest, but to provide the 
best possible outcome for students and teachers 
alike. WWBA is proud to report it has done just 
that. 
 Submitted poems came from California, 
Connecticut, Massachusetts, Maryland, New 
Hampshire, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
and countries as far away as China, and even Turkey! 
Over 1500 entries were submitted. The judges were 
Poet Mary Healey, WWBA 2020 Long Island Poet of 
the Year Christina M. Rau and 2019-2020 Suffolk 
County Poet Laureate Barbara Southard. 
 
12 Grand Champion winners were chosen as well as 
54 Winners.  A “Virtual” Awards Ceremony was 
created for the first time in the history of WWBA. 
The ceremony was 55 minutes in length. It included 
remarks and well-wishes from Executive Director 
Cynthia Shor, Trustee President Jack Coulehan, 
 

Huntington Arts Council Executive Director Marc 
Courtade, Trustee Secretary Maria Basile, WWBA 
2020 Poet-in-Residence Juan Felipe Herrera, and 
Education Director Dr. Kelly K. Ronayne. 
Congratulatory tributes were also given from NYS 
Senator James Gaughran, NYS Assemblyman Steve 
Stern, Suffolk County Legislator Susan Berland, 
Huntington Town Supervisor Chad Lupinacci. 

2021- This year’s 35th Annual Student Poetry 
Contest’s theme was “Lessons Learned” as 
illustrated via Whitman’s own words in 
 

L to R: Noor Alzafarani, Izyaan Burney, and Anna Fedotov (for 
the full event check out our YouTube page). 

STRONGER LESSONS 
Have you learn’d lessons only of those who 
admired you, and 
     were tender with you, and stood aside for you? 
 
Have you not learn’d the great lessons of those who 
reject you,  
     and brace themselves against you? or who treat 
you with  
     contempt, or dispute the passage with you?                                                
-Walt Whitman, “Leaves of Grass” (1881-1882) 
 
This was a timely theme given all that we’ve learned 
while living through a pandemic. 1290 poems were 
received from ten different states including Arizona, 
Arkansas, California, Connecticut, Florida, 
Massachusetts, New Jersey, New York, Oregon, and 
Wisconsin.  In addition, we received poems from 
China and Korea.  A new International category was 
introduced and a total of 85 different schools 
participated! 
 
Once again, the Awards Ceremony went virtual with 
many dignitaries offering hearty congratulations to 
our winners, including:  Erik Kulleseid, NYS Parks 
Commissioner; Marc Courtade, Executive Director, 
Huntington Arts Council; Joan Cergol, 
Councilwoman; Tom Donnelly, Suffolk County 
Legislator; Bridget Fleming, Suffolk County 
Legislator; James Gaughran, NYS Senator; Al 
Krupski, Suffolk County Legislator; Chad Lupinacci, 
Huntington Town Supervisor; and Steve Stern, NYS 
Assemblyman. 
 

34th and 35th Annual Student Poetry Contests 
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L to R: State Parks Commissioner Erik Kulleseid, Author and Whitman Scholar David 
S. Reynolds, Vice President and Controller of the USPS Cara M. Greene, Whitman 

Personator Darrel Blaine Ford, WWBA Executive Director Cynthia Shor, WNBC News 
Anchor Michael Gargiulo, WWBA Trustee Jeffrey S. Gould 

 RELEASE EVENT 
 Press Release from the United States Postal Service 

United States Postal Service® will issue the Walt 
Whitman stamp (Non-denominated priced at the 
3-ounce rate) in one design, in a pressure- 
sensitive adhesive pane of 20 stamps (Item 
120300). The stamp will go on sale nationwide 
September 12, 2019, and must not be sold or 
canceled before the first-day-of-issue. 
 With this stamp, the 32nd issue in the Literary 
Arts series, the Postal Service™ honors poet Walt 
Whitman (1819–1892) on the bicentennial of his 
birth. The stamp features a portrait of Whitman 
based on a photograph taken by Frank Pearsall in 
1869. In the background, a hermit thrush sitting 
on the branch of a lilac bush recalls “When Lilacs 
Last in the Door-yard Bloom‘d,” an elegy for 
President Abraham Lincoln written by Whitman 
soon after Lincoln‘s assassination on April 14, 
1865. Considered by many to be the father of 
modern American poetry, Whitman broke away 
from dominant European poetic forms and 
 

experimented with free verse and colloquial 
expressions, writing powerfully about nearly 
every aspect of 19th-century America. The 
artist for the stamp was Sam Weber. Art 
director Greg Breeding designed the stamp. 
The words “THREE OUNCE” on this stamp 
indicate its usage value. Like a Forever® 
stamp, this stamp will always be valid for the 
rate printed on it. 
 

SPOTLIGHT: USPS Whitman Bicentennial Stamp 
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2020 Poet-in-Residence, Juan Felipe 
Herrera… continued 

 

His most recent works for young people include 
Imagine (2018) and Jabberwalking (2018). His 
children’s book, The Upside Down Boy (2000), was 
adapted into a musical. His books for children and 
young adults have won several awards, including 
Calling the Doves (2001), which won the Ezra Jack 
Keats Award, and Crashboomlove (1999), a novel-in- 
verse for young adults which won the Americas 
Award. His book Half The World in Light was a finalist 
for the National Book Critics Circle prize in 2009. 
 

Herrera joined us virtually from his home studio in 
California. He created an inspiring and encouraging 
congratulatory video for WWBA’s 34th Annual 
Student Poetry Contest Awards Ceremony video that 
was released on May 29. He taught a Master Class on 
Zoom on May 30. That evening, he performed a live 
Poetry Reading and shared his original circular 
charcoal drawing for his major 2020 poem “Social 
Distancing” with 83 attendees. 
 

The son of migrant farm workers, Herrera was 
educated at UCLA and Stanford University, and he 
earned his MFA from the University of Iowa Writers’ 
Workshop. He has won the Hungry Mind Award of 
Distinction, the Focal Award, two Latino Hall of Fame 
Poetry Awards, and a PEN West Poetry Award. His 
honors include the UC Berkeley Regent’s Fellowship 
as well as fellowships from the National Endowment 
for the Arts, the Bread Loaf Writers’ Conference, and 
the Stanford Chicano Fellows. He has also received 
several grants from the California Arts Council. 
 

2021 Poet-in-Residence, Forrest 
Gander … continued 

 

In 2008, Gander was named a United States Artists 
Rockefeller Fellow, one of 50 artists to be recognized 
for artistic excellence, unique artistic vision, and 
significant contributions to their fields. Gander is also 
the recipient of fellowships from the National 
Endowment for the Arts, the Guggenheim, Howard, 
Whiting, and United States Artists Foundations. He 
has been a Library of Congress/Witter Bynner fellow 
and a finalist for the Pulitzer and National Book 
Critics Circle awards. He is a Chancellor for the 
Academy of American Poets and an elected member 
of The Academy of Arts & Sciences. 
 
Gander was a Briggs-Copeland Poet at Harvard 
University before becoming the A.K. Seaver 
Professor of Literary Arts & Comparative Literature 
at Brown University where he taught with his wife, 
the poet C.D. Wright, for more than twenty years. 
He lives and works now in Petaluma, California. For 
more information on Gander’s poetry, visit 
https://www.forrestgander.com/. 
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2020 WWBA Long Island Poet of the Year 
Christina M. Rau Virtual Ceremony and Reading 
on April 5, 2020 at 2 p.m. - Rau was nominated 
and chosen as LI Poet of the Year and a ceremony 
was scheduled to take place on Sunday, April 5 in 
Walt Whitman Birthplace Association (WWBA) 
Interpretive Center. Due to COVID-19, the event 
was rescheduled on Zoom. WWBA was delighted to 
have Rau presenting a Zoom poetry reading to bring 
people together during this difficult time. You can 
watch Christina M. Rau’s Ceremony and Poetry 
Reading on YouTube. Donations to WWBA are very 
appreciated. 

Christina M. Rau is a notable and distinguished local 
poet who actively promotes poetry on Long Island. 
She is the author of the Elgin Award winning sci-fi 
fem poetry collection Liberating The Astronauts 
(Aqueduct Press, 2017), and the chapbooks 
WakeBreatheMove (Finishing Line Press, 2015) and For 
The Girls, I (dancing girl press, 2014). She is 
Oceanside Library (NY)’s Poet-in-Residence for 
2020, and she is the founder of Poets In Nassau, a 
reading circuit on Long Island, NY. She teaches 
English and Creative Writing at Nassau Community 
College where she also serves as Editor-in-Chief for 
The Nassau Review. Her poetry has appeared on gallery 
walls in The Ekphrastic Poster Show, on car magnets 
for The Living Poetry Project, and in various journals 
both online and in print while her prose frequently 
appears on Book Riot. She also has conducted poetry 
readings and workshops nationwide. In her non-
writing life, when she’s not teaching yoga, she’s 
watching the Game Show Network. 

WWBA 2020 Long Island Poet of the 
Year, Christina M. Rau 

WWBA 2021 Long Island Poet of the 
Year, Cliff Bleidner 

Sunday, April 25, 2021 - 2 to 4 p.m. on Zoom - 
The Long Island Poet of the Year Award is an annual 
award given by WWBA to honor a notable and 
distinguished local poet who actively promotes 
poetry on Long Island. This year Cliff Bleidner was 
nominated and selected as WWBA LI Poet of the 
Year. WWBA 2019 LI Poet of the Year J R Turek will 
offer personal remarks, and Trustee Richard 
Bronson, MD, will introduce Honoree Cliff Bleidner 
who will offer a poetry reading. All were welcome to 
attend this free and joyful annual event.  
 Cliff Bleidner writes haiku poetry and has received 
recognition among local writers as a distinguished 
poet and organizer in the Long Island poetry 
community. He was a cofounder and coordinator of 
the Performance Poets Association (PPA), Long 
Island’s largest poetry organization. He also manages 
the annual PPA poetry contest, now in its 25th year. 
He has co-hosted PPA poetry events at more than a 
dozen different locations across Long Island. Due to 
his dedication for the PPA, it has been a successful 
outlet for the many Long Island poets. Cliff also 
assembles the PPA Literary Review manuscript from 
the judge’s decisions of submissions; the most recent 
publication in 2020, its 24th consecutive 
year. Cliff Bleidner has presented lectures on Dante 
and has held Haiku workshops, and formalist poet 
seminars. Cliff’s poems have been published in 24 
issues of the PPA Literary Review, The Haiku 
Calendar, Long Island Sounds, Paumanok I: Poems and 
Pictures of Long Island, Paumanok II: Interwove and 
Writing Outside the Lines, among many others.  
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Huntington Station, NY January 2, 2020- 
Walt Whitman Birthplace Association (WWBA) 
announces a new Civic Mindedness School 
Program with a Social Studies Focus. 
 
WWBA created a new civic program for visiting 
schools in which students explore the rights and 
duties of individuals in a community and discuss 
opportunities to enact their rights and duties 
within the government. The program uses 
Whitman’s life and poetry as a starting point for 
discussion at the Birthplace. Back in their 
classroom, students may work on a civic action 
that relates to the program. 
 
Walt’s America was full of possibilities as an 
inclusive and diverse country which required, in 
Walt’s view, democratic participation of all 
individuals. In 1871, Walt wrote Democratic 
Vistas, a book comprised of three essays that 
discuss the role of democracy in establishing a 
new cultural foundation for America after the 
Civil War years of 1861-1865. 
 
On their visit, students tour the authentic 19th 
century farmhouse in which Walt was born on 
May 31, 1819 and view the newly refurbished 
timeline exhibit panels which depict significant 
events during Walt’s lifetime of 1819 – 1892. 
 
In the modern Interpretive Center, students 
watch a 10-minute video about Whitman’s 
pioneering poetry, celebrated for its distinctly 
American style. They read excerpts from three 
Whitman poems, “O Democracy,” “I Hear 
America Singing,” and “The Sleepers,” and 
discuss the concepts of democracy, empathy and 
civic mindedness. Students discuss how to 
interact effectively with their fellow community 
 
 
 

members; they discuss their responsibilities to 
others whose voices are not heard. Under the 
instruction of a published poet, each student 
writes a poem about various people in their lives 
and neighborhoods in the model of Whitman’s 
poems. 
 
Teachers, who have received a civic resource 
curriculum packet prior to their class trip, 
continue the civic conversation back in their own 
school. Students discuss how the United States 
government has structures at all levels which 
allow them to fulfill the functions of making, 
enforcing, and interpreting laws. They identify a 
local problem/issue/person that needs their help 
and draft a letter to their local representatives 
asking for their support. Letters and replies are 
shared among the class, and further actions may 
be taken as a community together. 
 

New Civic Mindedness School Program 
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Whitman 200th Bicentennial Weekend Celebration 
Friday, May 31, 2019 marked 200 years since Walt 
Whitman’s birthday on May 31, 1819. Walt Whitman 
Birthplace Association (WWBA) celebrated Walt’s 
200th birthday with three days of festivities from May 
31 – June 2. Complete with daily tours, special guests 
and Whitman-themed events, our Bicentennial 
Weekend celebration commemorated Walt’s life in this 
historic year. 
 
The celebration kicked off on Walt’s birthday with a 
panel presentation from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m., featuring 
Whitman scholars David Reynolds and Jerome Loving. 
At 12 p.m. to 5:00 p.m., visitors participated in a Poet’s 
Corner and enjoyed some Whitman-era music and 
crafts. Additionally, the Birthplace hosted the final 
session of the Walt Whitman Initiative’s “International 
Whitman Week,” a series of talks, performances and 
discussions in honor of Walt’s birthday. Scholars arrived 
at the Birthplace for tours from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
 
From 5 p.m. to 6 p.m., WWBA toasted Walt with a 
“Happy Birthday Hour” to commemorate his 200th 
birthday. Afterward, music-theater group Compagnia de’ 
Colombari performed “More Or Less I Am,” a work 
inspired by Whitman’s 1855 poem “Song of Myself.” 
The eight actor/singers and four musicians later toured 
the Town of Huntington, performing poetry prior to 
their evening performance at 7:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
WWBA wrapped up the first day of festivities with 
closing revelries at 9 p.m. 
 

Whitman Personator Darrel Blaine Ford blowing out 
birthday candles on May 31, 2019 for Walt Whitman's 

200th birthday celebration. 
 

Celebrants included representatives from NYS Parks, Suffolk 
County, Town of Huntington, WWBA Board of Trustees, 

Whitman performers, and community members. 
 On Saturday, June 1, the celebration continued 

with the unveiling of a Walt Whitman NYS 
Historic Marker, granted by the William G. 
Pomeroy Foundation. The Foundation aims to 
“[help] communities celebrate and preserve their 
history” through its New York State Historic 
Roadside Marker Grant Program, which allowed 
WWBA to receive this historic marker. The day 
continued with a Poets Picnic featuring 
Whitman-era games, face-painters, music and a 
food truck lunch. During the Poets Picnic, local 
poetry group The Bard’s Initiative read Walt’s 
poem “Leaves of Grass” in front of the Birthplace. 
 
The Bicentennial Weekend Celebration concluded 
on June 2 with the “Whitman in the Park” event, 
held from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m., in which high school 
and college students displayed their poetry, art 
and theatrical works. The event also featured 
docents in historic costume. Students from 
Adelphi University, Long Island High School for 
the Arts, Paul Gelinas JHS and Walt Whitman 
High School participated in this event. 
 
WWBA would like to thank all who joined us in 
celebrating Walt’s historic birthday. 
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Whitman 202nd Birthday 
Celebration 

In celebration of Walt Whitman's 202nd 
birthday WWBA released an open call for 
videos from Whitman fans reading their 
favorite poems from Leaves of Grass. We 
received over 50 short videos from far and 
wide: New York, Illinois, Nevada, California, 
Ireland, Britain, Germany, Sweden, and many 
other locations. Whitman reading videos were 
created in living rooms, forests, beaches, on a 
wild garlic path, beside a lake, and in many 
other fascinating places. WWBA Video Intern 
Amanda Aviles seamlessly compiled the videos 
and WWBA Events & Media Director Caitlyn 
Shea hosted the event. During the pandemic 
WWBA's international audience grew widely 
on social media and we were delighted to 
connect with our followers in a whole new 
way. This international Whitmaniac journey 
was released through a YouTube Live 
Premiere on May 31, 2021 and is permanently 
available for viewing on WWBA's YouTube 
channel. We are very thankful to everyone that 
sent in their video and tuned in to watch this 
virtual #SongofMySelfie collaboration!  
 

WWBA Events & Media Director Caitlyn Shea holding a 
birthday cake for Walt’s 202nd Birthday YouTube video. 

“American Masters & Their Influences: 
European Literary Realism” Series 

Led by WWBA Writer-in-Residence 
George Wallace 

 October – November 2020: Participants read 
short stories and viewed films of works by 
major European authors and discussed how 
they influenced the works of early 20th century 
American authors. Readings included Earnest 
Hemingway’s Hills like White Elephants, Oscar 
Wilde’s The Importance of Being Earnest, George 
Bernard Shaw’s Pygmalion, and Lillian 
Hellman’s Little Foxes. They watched films such 
as Tennessee Williams’ A Streetcar Named 
Desire and William Inge’s Come Back Little Sheba. 
All readings are Humanities Grant funded. 
 

2021 George Wallace Humanities Grant 
Discussion Group Series 

Upcoming events led by Writer-in-Residence 
George Wallace 

 

 
La Frontera: Exploring the Emergent Latinx 
Literature of America’s southwestern border. 
Saturdays, Oct. 16 – Nov. 20, 2021. Over six 
weeks, participants will read short stories and 
view films of works by major authors who have 
influenced public perception of the Borderlands 
region of the southwestern U.S. in the 20th 
century. The readings are chosen to represent the 
by-now established local recognition of a distinct 
‘borderlands culture,’ an emergent admixture of 
Spanish, Mexican, Mestizo, Anglo and Indigenous 
cultures, and the socio-political forces working for 
or against its amalgamation into a coherent new 
culture of its own. Along the way, themes and 
topics addressed include cultural actualization, 
spirituality, religious and folk customs, gender 
issues, institutional support mechanisms, and 
historic and contemporary racial stereotypes. 
Visit www.WaltWhitman.org to register for this 
virtual series. 
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Poetry in Performance: Walking With Whitman 
WWBA’s annual 
series “Walking With 
Whitman” showcases 
performances by 
national and local 
poets alike. The 2020 
season began with an 
in-person event on 
March 6 featuring 
 

On June 5, WWBA welcomed international poet, 
translator, visual artist, and teaching artist Bertha 
Rogers, as well as Nassau County Poet Laureate 
Evelyn Kandel with musician Bryan Gallo. Rogers 
has published more than 500 poems in literary 
magazines and been nominated eight times for the 
Pushcart Prize. In 2012, Kandel published her 
poetry collection Between Stillness and Motion (2012). 
This event was shifted from in-person to Zoom. 
 
The July 3 event, “Art & Poetry of the American 
Frontier,” featured Texas Poet Laureate Octavio 
Quintanilla, LI Poet Wayne Mennecke, and 
musician Rorie Kelly. Quintanilla’s poetry 
collection, If I Go Missing, was published by Slough 
Press in 2014. Mennecke’s chapbook Pencils Down 
(2017) was a 2016 finalist in Local Gems Press’ 
“30 Poems in 30 Days” contest. 
 
On October 2, the event “An Evening of Poetry Set 
to Modern Classical Music" showcased Leonard 
Lehrman, Helene Williams, and Michael Niemann 
in a classical music performance inspired by Walt 
Whitman’s poetry. 

Nassau County Poet Laureate committee. A 
community mic showcased community poets 
Monica Leak, Britney Russell, Samantha Kolber, 
Kim Ward, Emily-Sue Sloane, and Eric Hafker. 
The event also featured Long Island singer-
songwriter Linda Sussman. 

The 2021 season of “Walking With Whitman” 
began on March 5 with Oregon Poet Larry Beckett 
and LI poet Ed Luhrs, along with Long Island 
singer-songwriter Bryan Gallo. Beckett has 
published Beat Poetry (2012) and American Cycle 
(2020), among other poetry collections. Luhr’s 
poems include “Psychometric Test” and “Senator 
Curmudgeon Thanks the Nameless Faces.” 

Poet Afric McGlinchey from Ireland and Long 
Island Poet and WWBA Board Trustee Richard 
Bronson joined us on April 9. McGlinchey’s books 
include Ghost of the Fisher Cat (2016) and The Lucky 
Star of Hidden Things (2012). The event was 
accompanied with a musical performance by local 
singer-songwriter Josie Bello. 

songwriter Rorie Kelly. Smith has served as 
BBC’s writer-in-residence three times. Hauser’s 
chapbook, Ennui: From the Diagnostic and Statistical 
Field Guide of Feminine Disorders, was published in 
2011. 
 
Upcoming events include Long Island poets Gregory 
Ledbetter and Tom Stock on October 1, and Long 
Island poet Barbara Branca and community open mic 
poetry readings on November 5. 
 
 

English poet Max Blagg and Long Island poet 
Barbara Southard. Blagg’s poetry collections 
include Slow Dazzle (2017), Pink Instrument (1998), 
and Licking the Fun Up and Other Works (1991). 
Southard served as the Poet Laureate of Suffolk 
County from 2019 – 2021. 
 

Octavio Quintanilla with his 
Frontero text artwork 

The following 
event on May 7 
featured British 
poet Rommi 
Smith and LI 
Poet Deborah 
Hauser, along 
with singer- 

Rommi Smith performing on 
Zoom 

The December 4 event featured Nassau County 
poet Edgar Carlson, who has served on the 
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WWBA Receives Grant to Redesign Website, Increase 
Marketing Outreach, and Upgrade Computers 

 WWBA was awarded a $33,888 matching 
grant from the Environmental Protection 
Fund’s Park and Trail Partnership Grants 
program to expand website capabilities and 
marketing strategies. WWBA must raise an 
additional $6,112.00 in matching funds, for a 
total of $40,000. 
 
The grant is one of 30 awards totaling 
$900,000 for organizations dedicated to the 
stewardship and promotion of New York’s 
state parks and historic sites, trails and public 
lands. The grants will be matched with private 
and local funding and will support projects to 
strengthen Friends groups and enhance public 
access and recreational opportunities.  
 

Since 2020, WWBA has grown a prominent 
international presence by sharing virtual 
Whitman-inspired poetry and scholarly 
programs. These events have increased the 
museum’s visibility as a key historical 
institution for the Long Island community. 
 

The Grant gives WWBA the opportunity to 
redesign their website, hire a marketing 
consultant, and purchase two new office 
computers. WWBA looks forward to creating a 
new phone-friendly, visually compelling website 
that will provide unique and memorable online 
experiences for visitors near and far. The 
marketing consultant will analyze data and 
research best marketing strategies, reaching 
more individuals and getting them excited to 
learn about Walt Whitman’s life, legacy, and 
poetry. Two new office computers will majorly 
update technological capabilities for the office 
team.  
 
 
 
 

As Stewards of the Walt Whitman Birthplace, a 
New York State Historic Site, WWBA preserves 
and promotes the poet’s legacy with educational 
programs about his life and work, celebrating 
inclusivity and inspiring creativity. More 
information on Park and Trail Partnership 
Grants can be found at www.ptny.org or by 
calling 518-434-1583. 
 

Cynthia Shor, WWBA Executive Director said: 
“As WWBA expands its outreach to include both 
in person visitors and individuals who join events 
from faraway places, it is essential that our 
website, marketing, and technology are updated 
to meet our new needs. We look forward to 
continuing our momentum by strengthening our 
efforts to share Walt Whitman’s legacy with the 
world.” 
 

Friends groups—nonprofit organizations made 
up entirely of volunteers—raise private funds 
for capital projects, perform maintenance 
tasks, provide educational programming, and 
promote public use through hosting special 
events. The Park and Trail Partnership Grants 
are administered by Parks & Trail New York, a 
statewide non-profit organization, in 
partnership with the NYS Office of Parks, 
Recreation, and Historic Preservation.   
 
Parks & Trails New York Executive Director 
Robin Dropkin said, “With more and more 
people discovering the outdoors, and 
visitation to our parks, trails, and public lands 
soaring, the need for strong public/public 
partnerships has never been greater. The Park 
and Trail Partnership Grants help bolster the 
role of Friends groups in these vital 
partnerships.” 
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2020 Program Outline 

January 
Wed., Jan. 22nd Poetry Out Loud Recitation 
Finalists 
 
February 
Sun., Feb. 2nd Super Poem Sunday, James Wagner 
Rental 
Thurs., Feb. 13th George Mallis Art Opening for 
Cosmic Consciousness in Gathering House 
 
March 
Sun., March 1st Irish Family Day 
Fri., March 6th WWW Max Blagg and Barbara 
Southard 
Mon., March 9th LIMA Rental in the IC 
Wed., March 25th Volunteer Meet and Greet 
Thurs., March 26th For the Love of Lists: How to 
Catalogue Effectively in Poetry with Christina 
M. Rau 
Sat., March 28th Mary Healey Postcard Poetry 
Workshop/$5 Suggested donation 
 
April 
Sun., April 5th LI Poet of the Year Award 
Ceremony/Reading; Christina M. Rau 
Wed., April 15th Mary Healey Poetry Reading 
YAWP Group Art Exhibit Opening 
Sat., April 18th Instrument Petting Zoo 
Thurs., April 23rd “Drawing With Whitman”: 
Children’s Book Author Kristin McGlothlin 
Reading 
Mon., April 27th Poetry of the HART 
Thurs., April 30th “National Poem in Your Pocket 
Day” Poetry Workshop with Steven Licardi 
 
May 
Sat., May 2nd NYS I Love My Park Day 
Wed., May 6th SSLMA Rental 
Thurs., May 7th Terri Muuss Poetry Reading 
Thurs., May 14th Matt Pasca Poetry Reading 
Thurs., May 21st “The Isolation Show” – 
Pasca/Muuss Poetry & Music Event 
 
 

“The Fire THIS Time” 
Discussion series with readings 

from James Baldwin’s 
“Collected Essays” 

Led by Sri Lankan-American poet, 
diplomat, essayist and translator Indran 

Amirthanayagam on Zoom 
 

James Baldwin 

April – May 2021: Participants discussed the 
complicated politics of democracy, inclusion, 
and exclusion using Baldwin's essays to deepen 
their understanding of who we are as 
Americans.  The group discussions led to lively 
and illuminating conversations about race in 
America during the Civil Rights movement 
through today. 
 James Baldwin (1924 – 1987) was an American 
novelist, playwright, essayist, poet, and 
activist. His essays explore intricacies of racial, 
sexual, and class distinctions in the Western 
society of the United States during the mid-
twentieth century. Baldwin's essays, novels, 
short stories, and plays fictionalize 
fundamental personal questions and dilemmas 
amid complex social and psychological 
pressures. Themes of masculinity, sexuality, 
race, and class intertwine to create intricate 
narratives that run parallel with some of the 
major political movements toward social 
change in mid-twentieth century America, 
such as the civil rights movement and the gay 
liberation movement. 
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September 
Thurs., Sept 3rd Long Island Poetry Collective 
Reading 
Thurs., Sept. 10th Cathryn Shea Poetry Reading 
Thurs., Sept 17th A Queer Meeting: Wilde & 
Whitman in Camden, NJ – Discussion with 
Andrew Rimby 
Thurs., Sept 24th Bri Onishea Poetry Reading 
 
October 
Fri., October 2nd WWW Leonard Lehrman 
Musical Performance 
Thurs., October 8th Poetry Reading with Poet & 
Voice Actor Bill Ratner 
Sun., October 11th “The Traveling Bachelor in 
Huntington Village: A Whitman Walking Tour” 
led by Andrew Rimby for NYS PATH Weekend 
Thurs., October 15th H.P. Moon Video Premiere 
on YouTube & Zoom Event 
Sat. October 17th – Sat., November 21st “American 
Masters & Their Influences: European Literary 
Realism” Series with George Wallace 
 
Sat. October 17th Adult Masterpiece Painting 
Night: van Gogh & Whitman 
Thurs. Oct. 29th Virtual Open Mic Poetry 
Candlelight Tour with Darrel 
 
November 
Sun., November 1st- Sun., November 22nd Poetic 
Meditation & Yoga Series with Christina M. Rau 
Fri., November 6th WWW Wendi Weng/open mic 
Thurs., November 12th Spoken Word Poetry 
Reading and CD Launch with Mary C.M. Phillips 
 
December 
Fri., December 4th WWW Edgar Calson with 
Community Mic 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2020 Program Outline Continued 
Sat., May 30th Juan Felipe Herrera Masterclass 
Sat., May 30th Juan Felipe Herrera Evening Reading 
Sun., May 31st Student Poetry Awards 
 
June 
Fri. June 5th WWW Bertha Rogers and Evelyn Kandel 
with Muscian Bryan Gallo 
Fri., June 12th Virtual Open Mic 
Thurs., June 18th Ekphrastic Poetry Workshop: 
Poems about Art with Christina M. Rau 
Thurs., June 25th Japanese Poetry & Whitman–
Themed Anthology Open Call with James P. Wagner 
(Ishwa) 
Fri., June 26th Virtual Poetry Open Mic 
 
July 
Fri, July 3rd WWW Octavio and Wayne with Musician 
Rorie Kelly 
Sun., July 5th Jayne’s Hill Hike with Andrew Rimby 
for NYS PATH Weekend 
Thurs., July 9th “Performing Poetry” with Karen 
DeMauro 
Thurs., July 16th “The Talking Cure” Book 
Release/Poetry Reading with Dr. Jack Coulehan 
Thurs., July 23rd “Shark Minus Mother” Poetry 
Reading with Susana H. Case, Jami Macarty, & 
Dayna Patterson  
Thurs., July 30th Russ Green Poetry Reading 
Fri., July 31st “Whitman, Race, and Racism” with Dr. 
Ed Folsom 
 
August 
Wed., August 5th – Sept 6th Existential Quandaries 
Virtual Book Group Begins with Dr. Jack Coulehan  
Thurs., August 14th George Wallace Poetry Reading 
Sat., August 15th Children’s van Gogh/Whitman 
Starry Night Masterpiece Event 
Thurs., August 20th Maggie Bloomfield Poetry 
Reading 
Thurs., August 27th Poetic Meditation & Yoga with 
Christina M. Rau 
Thurs., August 27th Virtual Donor Celebration 
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January 
Friday, Jan. 8th Curator for LoC Barbara Bair –  
“For You Whoever You Are”: Crowdsourcing 
Walt Whitman Manuscripts with Library of 
Congress 
 
February 
Thurs., Feb. 25th “Whitman in Washington” Book 
Release with Walt Whitman Archive Co-
Director Kenneth M. Price 
 
March 
Thurs., March 4th “Writing Life Stories” – 
Memoir Writing Class for Non-Writers with 
Barbara Field 
Fri., March 5th Walking With Whitman – Oregon 
Poet Larry Beckett & LI Poet Ed Luhrs/Musician 
Bryan Gallo 
 
April 
Fri., April 9th Walking With Whitman – Irish Poet 
Afric McGlinchey & LI Poet Richard Bronson/ 
Musician Josie Bello 
Wed., April 14th Urbanist Live YouTube Channel 
Tour of Huntington 
Thurs., April 15th National Archives Young 
Learners Live YouTube with Darrel in the 
Interpretive Center 
Thurs., April 15th – “O Captain! My Caption!” 
David Reynolds discussing new book about 
Lincoln “ABE” and Curator Barbara Bair 
discussing Library of Congress archive items 
about Whitman’s poems/speeches about 
Lincoln. 
Sat., April 17th – Sat. May 22nd “The Fire THIS 
Time” Discussion series with readings from 
James Baldwin’s “Collected Essays” – led by Sri 
Lankan-American poet, diplomat, essayist and 
translator Indran Amirthanayagam 
Sun., April 18th “Corona: An Anthology” live 
poetry reading with poet and editor Gayl Teller 
 
  
 
 

Sun., April 25th Long Island Poet of the Year 
Ceremony – Cliff Bleidner 
Wed., April 28th Birthplace and Pollock-Krasner 
house tours. With interactive prompt for writing 
poetry about painting 
Thurs., April 29th John Wright Poetry Reading 
 
May 
Sat., May 1st I Love My Park Day (NYS Parks & 
Trails) 
Fri., May 7th Walking With Whitman – British Poet 
Rommi Smith & LI Poet Deborah 
Houser/Musician Rorie Kelly 
Mon., May 17th Sal & Darren St. George SALathon 
– International Best Celebrity Museums 24-hour 
Telathon 
Mon., May 31st Walt Whitman Birthday 
Celebration YouTube Premiere – Marathon 
Readings with submitted videos/submitted 
artwork 
 
June 
Thurs., June 3rd Every Atom, Every Hour: 
Whitman’s Personal Notebooks Panel Discussion 
with Zachary Turpin, Matt Miller, Barbara Bair, 
Abigail Shelton 
Friday, June 4th Suffolk County Poet Laureate 
Award and Reading with LIPC 
Sat., June 12th Poet in Residence Forrest Gander 
Master Class and Evening reading  
Sun., June 13th Student Poetry Virtual Ceremony 
Video Release 
Sun., June 20th Andrew Rimby Walking Tour of 
William Cullen Bryant grounds for NYS PATH 
Through History 
 
July 
Thurs., July 15th Art & Poetry: Exploring the 
Relationship between Image and Word led by 
Artistic Director of the Acting Center in NYC Karen 
De Mauro and Visual Artist/WWBA Events & Media 
Director Caitlyn Shea 
 
 
 

2021 Program Outline 
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Thurs., July 22nd Children’s Masterpiece 
Painting/History Afternoon: Vincent van Gogh & 
Walt Whitman 
 
July 
Thurs., July 15th Art & Poetry: Exploring the 
Relationship between Image and Word led by 
Artistic Director of the Acting Center in NYC Karen 
De Mauro and Visual Artist/WWBA Events & Media 
Director Caitlyn Shea 
Thurs., July 22nd Children’s Masterpiece 
Painting/History Afternoon: Vincent van Gogh & 
Walt Whitman 
 
August 
Thurs., August 12th Haiku Poetry Workshop with 
LI Poet of the Year Cliff Bleidner 
Thurs, Aug. 19th Poetry Prompt Workshop with 
Queens Poet Laureate Maria Lisella 
Date TBD: Poetry Workshop with British Poet 
Nina Lewis 
 
September 
Thurs., September 9th Formal Poetry Workshop 
with LI Poet of the Year Cliff Bleidner 
Date TBD: Coltrane House virtual event 
 
October 
Fri., Oct. 1st Walking With Whitman – Gregory 
Ledbetter & Tom Stock 
Sun. Oct. 10th PATH through History Stony Brook 
Village Tour with Andrew Rimby 
Thurs., Oct 14th Dante’s Inferno Discussion with LI 
Poet of the Year Cliff Bleidner 
Halloween House Tour 
Saturdays, Oct. 16th – Nov. 20th George Wallace 
Humanities Grant Discussion Group Series – 
LatinX Literature 
 
November 
Fri., Nov. 5th Walking With Whitman – Barbara 
Branca & Community Open Mic Poetry Readings 
TBD Virtual Fundraiser 
 
 
 

2021 Program Outline Continued 
 

 
Sun., Nov. 14th “In Search of Walt Whitman” 
Filmmaker Andrew Kaplan 
 
December 
Date TBD: Musical program with LIHSA 
 
February  
Date TBD: Musical program with Adelphi 
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We are currently open for tours. Our summer hours are every day from 11 am – 4 pm. We do not 
require advance booking. We require masks and social distancing. Doors and windows are open for 
ventilation, fans constantly circulate air and rooms are sanitized with UV lighting every evening. 
 
We have pivoted all our poetry and scholarly events from being in-person to now being live on 
Zoom. While in-person tours are currently available, events will continue to be online. Recordings of 
all our previous virtual events are available on the Walt Whitman Birthplace YouTube channel. 
Please visit our website www.waltwhitman.org for the most up-to-date information on events. 
 
 
Stay Connected: WaltWhitmanBirthplaceAssociation @wwbirthplace 

@waltwhitmanbirthplace 

Our Mission 
Walt Whitman Birthplace Association is Walt Whitman’s voice today, celebrating his vision of poetry, 
democracy, and the American spirit. Our events, programs and exhibits educate the public on 
Whitman’s life and times, explore his contribution to our nation’s rich cultural heritage, and inspire 
poets, artists, and writers. 
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